
Dairy Life Cycle Goals

Birth

Dry off
(~60 days 

before calving)

Lactation
(305  days)

Breed
(80 days postpartum)

Palpate
(Pregnancy check 45-60 days after 

breeding; rebreed as required)

Wean (6-8 wk)
Steers & heifers
vaccinated

• Stocker
• Feedlot

• Veal

Breed replacement
heifers  (at 15-17 mo.)

Cull cows
(25-35% of herd)

Cow Calves
Lactation begins

Calf taken away at birth
Heifers calve at 24-26 mo.

• Gestation = 265-285 days
• Lactation (standard) =

305 days - often longer 
due to breeding difficulties

Major reasons for culling
1.  Reproduction
2.  Mastitis/Udder problems
3.  Low milk production
4.  Soundness (feet/legs)

• Cow & calf separated
at birth

• Calf gets bottle-fed;
gradually to dry feed

• Bull calves castrated

• Bottle-fed colostrum

• Dehorned at ~1 mo.

The 
calf

(80 days is ideal situation;
120-130 days more realistic)


