
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Herbaceous Ornamental Plants 
HORT 4100, Spring Semester
Course Number:
HORT 4100



Credit Hours:

4 hrs.

Fall Semester:

Lecture Tuesday, Thursday 9:30-11:00, Funchess Hall, Rm 362



Monday (Lab 001), Wednesday (Lab 002) from 1:00 to 4:50 P.M., Horticulture Greenhouse classroom (001)

Prerequisites:

BIOL 1020 and BIOL 1030

Corequisites:

none

Lecture:
Dr. J. Raymond Kessler, Jr.
Laboratory:
Beth Clendenen

Office:

113 Funchess Hall

Office:

107 Funchess Hall

Phone:

334-844-3055


Phone:

334-844-3030

E-mail:

rkessler@acesag.auburn.edu
E-mail:

bclenden@acesag.auburn.edu
The Auburn University Oath of Honor
“In Accordance with those virtues of Honesty and Truthfulness set forth in the Auburn Creed, I, as a student and fellow member of the Auburn Family, do hereby pledge that all work is my own, achieved through personal merit and without any unauthorized aid. In the promotion of integrity, and for the betterment of Auburn , I give honor to this, my oath and obligation.”

I.
Course Goals
1.
To gain a thorough background in herbaceous plant identification and culture.


Objectives:


A.
Learn the identification characteristics of a wide range of commonly used herbaceous ornamental plants and their associated scientific and common names.


B.
Learn the cultural requirements such as light, temperature and soil characteristics for the herbaceous ornamental plants discussed for correct landscape placement.


C.
Learn correct techniques for herbaceous ornamental plant bed and border preparation, planting, care and maintenance.

2.
To gain a thorough background in different classes of herbaceous ornamental plants and their landscape application.


Objectives:


A.
Learn the characteristics of different classes of herbaceous ornamental plants including annuals and herbaceous perennials, bulbs, herbs, and ornamental grasses.


B.
Learn the design application of herbaceous ornamental plants in the landscape.


C.
Learn different gardening styles that herbaceous ornamental plants can be applied to.

Textbooks
Herbaceous Ornamentals Cultural Information Manual.  University Bookstore, Auburn University, AL.  (Required).  Available only at the copy center desk of the AU Bookstore (not on the shelf).
Armitage, A. M. 1997.  Herbaceous Perennial Plants, 2nd ed.  Stipes Publishing Co., Champaign, IL. (Optional, but recommended as a reference book).

Armitage, A. M. 2001. Manual of annuals, biennials, and half-hardy perennials. Timber Press, Portland Oregan (Optional, but recommended as a reference book).

Special Assistance
Any student needing special accommodations should contact Dr. Kelly Haynes, Director of the Program for Students with Disabilities, located in 1232 Haley Center. Students certified as disabled by Kelly Haynes' shop and needing accommodation should see me in my office prior to the third week of class.

Student Responsibilities
1.
Class and lab attendance is expected. I will randomly pass around a sign-up sheet for the purpose of assigning 75 points for class attendance during the semester. Handouts will only be provided during the class period. Missed handouts will only be provided when an excuse acceptable under Auburn University policy is provided. The handouts are not a complete enough record of class lectures to make a good grade in this class. Keep accurate notes and, along with handouts, review them thoroughly after each class to earn a good grade on exams. Do not feel apprehensive about asking questions.

2.
Each student is expected to complete 2 lecture exams during the semester and a final lecture exam. The first two lecture exams will not be cumulative; the final exam will not be cumulative.

3.
Each student is expected to complete 9 plant identification quizzes during lab sessions. Quizzes will involve identification of live plants whenever possible, however slides will be used early in the semester. A correct plant identification will include the scientific name, common name (where applicable), and the cultivar or variety name (where applicable), which must be correctly spelled. Each plant quiz will consist of 10 plants, each plant  worth 5 points (total 50 points per quiz). Lab quizzes will be cumulative and the lowest weekly quiz score will be dropped. We will be provide quiz sheets, but you will need a clip board for taking quizzes. Dress appropriately to be outside. Labs will be held unless the weather is extremely bad. DO NOT SWITCH LAB SECTIONS.  If you have an excused absence, take it to the lab instructor and come to the alternate lab but you cannot take an ID quiz on the incorrect lab day. 

4.
The will be a mid-semester lab practical and a final lab practical. These two exams will cover cultural aspects of the ID plants taken up and discussed in lab.

5.
Make-up examinations and quizzes will not be given without an excuse acceptable under Auburn University policy. Arrangements to make up missed work due to an excused absence shall be initiated by the student. See me immediately if a problem arises that would prevent you from attending an exam. The following are University accepted excuses:

$ 
Illness of the student or serious illness of a member of the student’s immediate family. The instructor shall have the right to request appropriate verification.

$ 
The death of a member of the student’s immediate family. The instructor shall have the right to request appropriate verification.

$ 
Trips for members of the student organizations sponsored by an academic unit, trips for University classes, and trips for participation in intercollegiate athletic events. When feasible, the student must notify the instructor prior to the occurrence of such absences, but in no case shall such notification occur more than one week after the absence. Instructors may request formal notification from appropriate University personnel to document the student’s participation in such trips.

$ 
Religious holidays. Students are responsible for notifying the instructor in writing of anticipated absences due to their observance of such holidays.

$ 
Subpoena for court appearance.

$ 
Any other reason the instructor deems appropriate.

6.
Make-up lab quizzes will not be given during the semester. One separate make-up quiz will be given the last week of lab final for students who have missed a quiz and have a University excused absence. This make-up quiz will be cumulative over the whole semester. The make-up quiz is only for those who have missed a lab quiz, it is not intended as a grade booster.

7.
Any assignment received after the stated due date and time, will be penalized one letter grade for each day late.

8.
Please do not e-mail or telephone Beth Clendenen or myself about your grades. It is against Auburn University policy to give out grades electronically or by telephone to anyone. Come by our offices.

9.
Lecture handouts are only available during the class period when that lecture starts. Do not come by my office asking for handouts because you chose to skip class.

10.
Tips for taking lecture exams.


a.
Read the entire question and be sure you understand what I am asking for. Some questions have two parts, be sure you answer both.


b.
Look through your exam to be sure you did not skip a question.


c.
If a question asked for three answers (listing), do not give 4 or more. I will only grade the first three and ignore the rest.


d.
Write clearly, if I can’t read the answer, it’s WRONG.


e.
Answer questions based on what I discussed in this class. Information you learned from other classes may not be wrong but will not receive credit in this class if I did not cover it.


f.
Give a complete answer. Don’t assume I will know what you are talking about. Example: What is an important environmental factor in successful seed germination? Your answer: relative humidity. What about relative humidity? High or low?

AU Policy on Classroom Behavior
The goal of Auburn University and its faculty and students is to foster a dynamic environment of higher learning where all students develop analytical skills, learn to think critically and communicate effectively, promote inquiry, pursue knowledge, and prepare for productive careers. Behavior in the classroom that impedes teaching and learning and creates obstacles to this goal is considered disruptive and therefore subject to sanctions. Examples of improper behavior in the classroom may include, but are not limited to, arriving after a class has begun, monopolizing discussion, persistent speaking out of turn, distractive talking including cell phone usage, audio or video recording of classroom activities or the use of electronic devices without the permission of the instructor, refusal to comply with reasonable instructor directions, employing insulting language or gestures, or verbal, psychological, or physical threats, harassment, or physical violence.

ALL PORTIONS OF THE AUBURN UNIVERSITY HONESTY CODE (TITLE XII) FOUND IN THE TIGER CUB WILL APPLY IN THIS CLASS.

Faculty responsibilities/ expectations in Tornado Warning situation: A tornado warning is issued when a tornado is reported on the ground or is indicated on doppler radar-- if this situation is proximate, the weather sirens are sounded. Safety for students/ faculty/ staff is critically important. Actions:

$ 
If class has not started, instructors should recognize that a Tornado Warning is viewed as an excused absence. Students and instructors should not be walking to class during a Tornado Warning;

$ 
If class has already started, move the class to the appropriate designated shelter within the building;

$ 
If the class has started an exam, the instructor should collect the exams, move the class to the appropriate designated shelter and announce (via email or in next class) when/ how the exam will be made-up;

$ 
If a lab has started, the instructor should make sure it is safe to leave the lab and move the students to the appropriate designated shelter;

$ 
If severe weather and/or the warning last for several hours, the President will determine if classes should be cancelled.

Grading:


Lecture




Points


Lecture exam 1



125


Lecture exam  2


125


Class Attendance


75


Final lecture exam


125


Lab

Lab quizzes (9)



400 
(8 quizzes @ 50 points each & lowest score dropped)


Mid-term lab practical

75


Final lab practical


75


Total



1000 points
1.
Grades will be calculated using a 10 point scale: A (90-100%), B (80-89%), etc. 

Exams will be returned for review, but collected back. Quizzes will be returned. Exam grades will not be scaled and additional projects for extra credit will not be offered. Each of the lecture exams will have 100 points. For the purpose of a final grade, each lecture exam grade out of 100 points will be proportioned to 125 points. For example, if you make 80 out of 100 points on a lecture exam, multiply 80 × 1.25 = 100 points out of 1000 points for the semester.

2.
Students are expected to pursue their academic work with honesty and integrity.  Violations will be reported to the Academic Honesty Committee (see page 83, Tiger Club).

Tentative Lecture Topics

Introduction and coarse outline

Plant classification and hardiness zones


Design and use of color


Flower Bed Design


Bed preparation


Composting


Annual bedding plants, landscape application


Annual bedding plant ID


First Exam

Herbaceous perennials, landscape application


Herbaceous perennial ID


Cut Flower Gardens


Bulbs in the Landscape


Bulb Types


Ornamental grasses


Flowering vines


Flowering vine ID


Water gardens


Second Exam

Butterfly and Hummingbird gardens


Herb gardens


Herbs South


Wildflower Gardens


Hobby Greenhouses


Container gardens


Evening Garden


Final Exam
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