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The good, the bad, and the beautiful�


	Lady beetles or lady bugs as they are often called, are true icons of the insect world.  We make clothes, accessories, bedding, and an assortment of toys that display their image.  Although many insects don’t win much favor in the eyes of the average person, lady bugs are relatively popular in spite of their insect nature.   





During most times of the year, seeing a lady beetle is a welcome sight.  They are well known predators of many insect pests that often attack crops and gardens, like aphids and anything else they are able to subdue.  But there is one species of lady beetle that does much more than simply attack outdoor pests.  





	The multicolored  Asian lady beetle (MALB) is not a native of the United States.  It was purposefully imported in the early and mid 1900’s to try and control aphids and scale insects that attack trees.  It was thought that the native lady beetle species were not extremely effective at controlling populations of tree-feeding insects.  At that time, the MALB didn’t establish populations and presumably all died.  Later on during the 1970’s and 1980’s the United States Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Research Service (USDA-ARS) renewed attempts to bring in the beetles to once again attack tree-feeding insects.  They released tens of thousands of the beetles across the United States in Ohio, Maine, Connecticut, Delaware, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Georgia, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Washington.  Monitoring attempts to recapture beetles failed, so it was thought that they weren’t surviving.  However, today the MALB is firmly established and can occur in such large populations as to be given pest status.  





Identification





	The multicolored Asian lady beetle has its name for good reason.  Multicolored refers to the fact that the beetles have many different color forms.  They can be red, orange, or yellow and be various shades of each.  They may or may not have black spots and the number of black spots can vary.  Yet, there is a consistent feature.  On the white portion of their bodies, right behind the head, most MALB’s have black spots fused to form an “M” shape.  This (among other things) helps to sight identify them from the native species 
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For further information about     


Alabama’s IPM program,�Please contact:


Dr. L.C. “Fudd” Graham 


(334) 844-2563 
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Pest Problems





	There is really only one main pest problem that the multicolored Asian lady beetle causes. It’s common for lady beetles to come together in large numbers and overwinter together.  At this time they search for shelter to crawl into.  In their native habitats, they go to rocky outcroppings.  In the United States they have become pests because they are drawn to light colored buildings during this time and seek to find shelter in human dwellings.  Their small size allows them to come indoors in droves through tiny cracks and crevices around buildings.  It’s not uncommon to have 15-20,000 beetles together in one location.  When that many beetles are in a space and constantly moving, it can be quite noisy.  They also tend to fly around which can both alarm and annoy human inhabitants.  If you try to wipe them up, crush them, or disturb them in any way, they will secret a yellow substance which is actually their blood.  It’s a defensive mechanism called reflex bleeding and unfortunately this blood, called hemolymph in insects, can stain carpets, curtains and upholstery.  





Problems for Schools





	Although lady beetles do not bite and are not known to spread disease, large aggregations can be a nuisance indoors.  The noise large numbers can cause combined with their visual presence can be very disruptive in a learning environment, especially to children and adults who are afraid of insects.  The hemolymph they secrete can also be very difficult to remove from surfaces.  





Management





	Chemical management is not recommended for these insects for several reasons.  Any chemical that they detected might disturb them and cause them to reflexively bleed, possibly staining surfaces.  Since these insects tend to appear in great numbers, a contact insecticide would have to be widely spread over all possible surfaces to actually kill any number of them.  This could be costly as well as an unacceptable amount of pesticide exposure to human inhabitants.  They can be prevented from coming into buildings by sealing off cracks and crevices around homes, fixing holes and generally blocking their entrances.  If they have already invaded a structure and become a pest, sticky traps can be placed around areas where the beetles seem to congregate.  They can also be vaccumed. This seems to be the most effective non-chemical tactic that is recommended.  After each vacuuming the bag should be thrown away and replaced.  
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Multicolored Asian Lady Beetle Adults


Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources - Forestry Archive, , Bugwood.org
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David Cappaert, Michigan State University, Bugwood.org
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      Multicolored Asian Lady Beetle Eggs


Whitney Cranshaw, Colorado State University, Bugwood.org
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                                         Multicolored Asian Lady Beetle Larva


                                               David Cappaert, Michigan State University, Bugwood.org
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Multicolored Asian Lady Beetle Pupa


Cheryl Moorehead, individual, Bugwood.org
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