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ABSTRACT 

This paper provides a comparison of the views of farmers and the nonfarm 
public about the use of a water resource that is critical to both. Specifically, 
this paper presents the results of surveys of a farm and a nonfarm sample 
about the uses of water from the Edwards Aquifer in South Central Texas. 
The paper briefly discusses the Edwards Aquifer and outlining the issues 
surrounding this critical resource. Hypotheses are then developed, data are 
analyzed, and conclusions drawn. 

INTRODUCTION 

In a watershed book on agricultural policy, Paarlberg (1980) noted 
that demographic and socioeconomic changes in the United States in 
recent decades have resulted in an extensive loss of power by the 
agricultural industry, and in agriculture increasingly being brought 
into the mainstream of American society. Paarlberg maintains that as 
a result of a rapidly declining farm population (Albrecht and Murdock, 
1900). there has been an associated loss of political clout (Leman and 
Paarlberg, 1988). In addition, technological, financial and other 
changes in agriculture are combining to make farming more similar to 
other businesses, and farm life less unique. This loss of uniqueness 
has resulted in farmers being less likely to be given special treatment, 
such as exemptions from environmental and labor laws, than in the 
past (Vogeler, 198 1). 

Among the consequences of this loss of power and uniqueness in 
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