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The following are the biographies of the contributors to this special issue of

Southern Rural Sociology, in alphabetical order.

Alessandro Bonanno is Professor of Sociology and Department Chair at Sam

Houston State University. His primary area of interest is the “Globalization of

Agriculture and Food.” Alessandro joined the Department of Rural Sociology at the

University of Missouri as an Assistant Professor in 1985 and served as the Director

of Graduate Studies from 1990 to 1996. In 1996, he left Missouri as a Full Professor

to become the Chair of the Sociology Department at Sam Houston State.

Daniel R. Cahoy is an Associate Professor of Business Law in the Smeal College

of Business at the Pennsylvania State University.  Trained as a patent attorney

before entering academia, his research and teaching interests include (1)

understanding the role of intellectual property rights and regulatory policy in

encouraging innovation in areas such as alternative energy technology, (2)

investigating how private property rights and public access are optimally balanced

in the context of essential information, and (3) considering how legal incentive

structures in general can foster desirable behavior.

Douglas H. Constance is Professor of Sociology at Sam Houston State University.

He received his Ph.D. in Rural Sociology from the University of Missouri–Columbia

in 1993. His research focuses on the community impacts of the globalization of the

agrifood system. He has published several articles, book chapters, and books on this

topic. Dr. Constance is past-president of the Agriculture, Food, and Human Values

Society (2007-2008) and the Southern Rural Sociological Association (2002-2003). 

Leland L. Glenna is an Assistant Professor of Rural Sociology and Science,

Technology, and Society in the Department of Agricultural Economics and Rural

Sociology at the Pennsylvania State University.  His research and teaching interests

are in three general areas: 1) social and environmental impacts of agricultural

science and technologies, 2) the role of science and technology in agricultural and

natural resource policy making, and 3) the social and ethical implications of

democratizing science and technology research.  He was a graduate student in the

Department of Rural Sociology at the University of Missouri from 1993 to 1997. 

John J. Green is Associate Professor of Sociology and Community Development

at Delta State University, where he also serves as Chair of the Division of Social



Sciences and Director of the Institute for Community-Based Research. John’s

research and teaching interests include community-based organizations, alternative

agrifood systems, health and health care systems, and livelihood

capabilities/vulnerabilities. He was a graduate student in the Department of Rural

Sociology at the University of Missouri-Columbia from 1998-2002.

Robert Gronski is farm and food policy director of the National Catholic Rural Life

Conference. He took this position in 1999 after receiving his doctorate in rural

sociology (1997) and completing post-doctorate research (1997-99) at the

University of Missouri-Columbia. He continued his association with Dr. William

Heffernan through the research arm of the Agribusiness Accountability Initiative,

including forums in Chicago (2002), Kansas City (2004), Paris (2005) and London

(2005).

Mary Hendrickson is an Extension Associate Professor at the University of

Missouri.  She directs the Food Circles Networking Project, an extension program

that links farmers and consumers together in local food systems and teaches

undergraduate courses in sustainable agriculture and community food systems. Her

research and extension program focuses on understanding the changes taking place

in the global food system and helps farmers, eaters, and communities create

profitable alternatives. Mary completed her Rural Sociology graduate program at

the University of Missouri in 1997. 

Phil Howard is Assistant Professor of Community, Food and Agriculture at

Michigan State University. His research focuses on structural change in the food

system, and its impacts. He was a graduate student in the Department of Rural

Sociology at the University of Missouri from 1998 to 2002.

Anna M. Kleiner is Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology and

Criminal Justice at Southeastern Louisiana University. She completed her Ph.D. in

Rural Sociology at the University of Missouri-Columbia in 2004. As an applied

sociology researcher and former economic development specialist and community

planner, Dr. Kleiner has extensive experience developing and implementing

strategies to enhance collaborative efforts assisting community groups with

identifying and answering questions affecting their quality of life. She has promoted

the use of community-based research methodologies to explore and address the

local impacts of the globalization of agriculture and food and the social implications

of disasters. Dr. Kleiner is President-Elect of the Southern Rural Sociological

Association (SRSA). 


