Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

Establishing Instream Flows in Florida:

A Growing Concern




Elorida’s: Disappearing Wetlands

Pre-development




Increasing Demands Upon Florida’s Limited
Supply of Freshwater

. Groundwater
. Surface Water

Population

millions of people
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Interstate Water Issues




Florida’s Minimum Elows and
Levels Statute (373.042 FS)
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Recrezation in and om the water.
Fish and wildlife napitat and the passage of fishn
Estuarine resources
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lc attributes.

]J'tra"uon, absorption of nutrients and pollutants.,
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Water Reservations
(Chapt. 62-40.474 E.A.C.)

RESE/ations may: e usead o) the pretection ol fiisn
andiwilielierto:
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Water Reservations
(Chapt. 62-40.474 E.A.C.)

RESenatiens may: he Uised el the pretection oi puliic
Realtin ane salieny te:

1 Prevent sinkneleermaton:
2 Preveni ot ecrease salwaterinttision:
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Northwest Florida rJ

Water:Management .
District St. Johns| River,
Suwannee River WaterManagement
Water;:Management District
District

Southwest Elorida
WatersvMianagement

District

south Horda

WateraVianagemeris
IISTTICE

Florida Water Management Districts




Development of MEL Prienties

1= Based Upon thEImpoeriance of thieWaters to; the Staterofr:
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Suwannee River WMD
Hanitat Based VIELLsS
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Floodplain aquatic habitats (ponds, tributary creeks,
sloughs)



Riparian snag habitat




Riverine shoals habitat




. P' ornote optlirnurn flow regimes
ine Jeveb tirning, curation anc J
of natural nydroperiods,
> Irnperatlve inat strearn ecologis
flow requirernenis of Florida fisr
wildlife species, and their naoliz
inclusion in sirnulation models.
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Hydrologic Regime

Apalachicola River Discharge (1929-2003)
as measured at the Chattahoochee Gage.
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Mean Monthly Flows on the Apalachicola River as
measured atthe Chattahoochee Gage (1929-2006)




\/arious sampling
technigues need 1o
pe empleyed for
[Arget Species
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Reguires
Cooperation frem
Multiple AGERCIes







