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INTERPRETIVE SUMMARY

Many crop growth responses have been observed over
the years. “Experience” is the knowledge obtained in
working and observing the crop for years. Recently, the
use of plant mapping in cotton has provided a means to
document cotton growth responses. This has led to crop
monitoring to follow the progress of the crop and
identifying when unwanted growth patterns occur. This
knowledge is subsequently used to manage the crop. In
cotton, this technique has been so successful that it has
essentially been adapted world wide. Few new cotton
publications can be found where the technique is not used
for some sort of crop development documentation.
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Resear ch Question

Would a general scheme for plant mapping be used
with soybeans to aid in the interpretation and
under standing of plant growth characteristics?
Several agronomic situations were mapped. They included
planting in wheat stubble, growing the crop on shallow sail,
lodging, cultivar growth habits, spacia population
dynamics, row-spacing, and drought. The use of plant
mapping techniques showed dramatic differences in plant
growth responses. It appears that plant mapping will be a
powerful analytica tool as well as a management tool for
the soybean crop.
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