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PREFACE 


We a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of Kentucky welcome you t o  t h e  n i n t h  annual  Southern Region 
No-Till Conference.  The body of r e sea rch  on n o - t i l l  c rop  produc t ion  has  grown 
d r a m a t i c a l l y  s i n c e  i n c e p t i o n  of t h e  p r a c t i c e  about 20 yea r s  ago. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
Un ive r s i t y  of Kentucky s c i e n t i s t s  and farmers  were among t h e  f i r s t  involved i n  
development and spread of t h e  p r a c t i c e .  Following t h e  e a r l y  work by S. H .  
P h i l l i p s ,  now Assoc i a t e  D i r ec to r  f o r  Cooperat ive Extension a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of 
Kentucky, and Harry Young, an  innova t ive  C h r i s t i a n  County farmer ,  ac reage  of 
n o - t i l l  corn and soybeans has  spread throughout  Kentucky t o  where i t  p r e s e n t l y  
r e p r e s e n t s  about  one- fourth  of t h e  t o t a l  corn acreage  and j u s t  over  one- third of 
t h e  t o t a l  soybean acreage.  Corresponding growth of t h e  p r a c t i c e  h a s  a l s o  taken  
p l a c e  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  and n o - t i l l  i s  now recognized i n  t h i s  country and around 
t h e  world as an important  p l a n t i n g  and produc t ion  technique  f o r  conserva t ion  of 
s o i l  and wate r  which o f t e n  r e s u l t s  i n  b e t t e r  y i e l d s  than from t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
prepared seedbeds,  and a s  a f u e l ,  t i m e  and labor  saving p r a c t i c e  of major 
importance.  

Much has  been lea rned  about t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  and techniques  of n o - t i l l  farming 
dur ing  t h i s  s h o r t  20 years .  This  conference was designed t o  provide 
" s ta te- of- the- ar t" d i s c u s s i o n s  on some of t h e  broader  t e c h n i c a l  components of 
n o - t i l l  farming by speakers  widely recognized f o r  t h e i r  knowledge and exper ience  
about  t h e  p r a c t i c e .  Proceedings of t h e  conference con t a in s  t h e  papers  presented 
by those  speake r s ,  t o g e t h e r  wi th  a summary of on-going r e sea rch  i n  n o - t i l l  
p roduc t ion  by most of t h e  sou thern  s t a t e s .  We a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  oppo r tun i t y  t o  
hos t  t h i s  important  annual  conference and t o  show our  on-going n o - t i l l  f i e l d  
r e sea rch  wi th  corn ,  soybeans,  tobacco,  small g r a i n s ,  and fo r ages .  

Ronald E .  P h i l l i p s  Kenneth L. Wells 

Pro fe s so r  of Agronomy Extens ion Prof es sor of Agronomy 
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