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The  S t a t e  Committee r o l e  i n  nonpoint source pol lu t ion from agr icu l tu re
began w i t h  the  passage by Congress i n  1972 of the Federal Water Pollut ion 
Control Act, o r  P u b l i c  Law 92-500. I t  was the most far- reaching l e g i s l a t i o n  
ever enacted i n  protec t ing and maintaining the qua l i ty  of the  Nation's water. 

The original  goal of this  a c t  was t o  make waters of the Uni ted S t a t e s  
f i shab le  and swimmable by July 15, 1983 w i t h  no discharge of po l lu tan t s  by
1985. The Environmental Protect ion Agency i s  the  Federal agency responsible
f o r  carrying out  th i s  law. 

The  law was d iv ided  i n t o  several sec t ions .  One of the most important 
was Section 208 which c a l l e d  f o r  area and statewide water qual i ty  management
planning which would deal w i t h  point  and nonpoint sources of pollut ion.  I n  
Georgia, the Governor designated the Environmental Protect ion Division a s  
the s t a t e  agency t o  develop the overa l l  208 plan f o r  the s t a t e .  

For the nonpoint port ion of the 208 plan, EPD decided t o  use the task 
force  approach. Seven task  forces  were se lec ted  w i t h  one being the 
A g r i c u l t u r e / I r r i g a t i o n  Nonpoint Source Technical Task Force. 

This Task Force charged by the Executive Director  of the S t a t e  Soil and 
Water Conservation Committee inventoried a1 1 agr icu l tu ra l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the  
s t a t e  and ranked individual counties f o r  their pol lu t ion po ten t i a l .  The 
Task Force d i d  not f i n d  any specific pol lu t ion problems re la ted  t o  
agr icu l tu re  b u t  pointed out  a reas  where problems would most 1ikely occur. 

To explain a b i t ,  nonpoint source po l lu tan t s  a r e  those c a r r i e d  by runoff 
from many areas  and which cannot be pinpointed. Some examples are:  s o i l  
eroded from a plowed f i e l d ,  pes t i c ides  and f e r t i l i z e r  leached from cropland,
and runoff from construction sites. Major sources contr ibut ing nonpoint
po l lu tan t s  a re :  const ruct ion,  s i l v i c u l t u r e ,  m i n i n g ,  urban runoff ,
ag r icu l tu re  and s a l t  water in t rus ion.  

The S t a t e  Water Q u a l i t y  Management Plan w h i c h  was developed favors a 
nonregulatory approach f o r  control  1ing agr icu l tu ra l  ly- re la ted  nonpoint 
source pollut ion.  In accordance w i t h  this plan, the  S t a t e  Committee was 
designated a s  the administering agency, working through s o i l  and water 
conservation d i s t r i c t s ,  t o  carry  out the agr icu l tu ra l  portion of the s t a t e  
plan. 
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The State Committee then i n i t i a t e d  a 208 program based on the  voluntary 
approach t o  meeting nat iona l  goals. I n  t h i s  ro le ,  the  Committee has secured 
a s t a f f  person who i s  expert  i n  nonpoint p o l l u t i o n  cont ro l .  H is  j o b  i s  t o  
develop and present t o  d i s t r i c t s  and the p u b l i c  var ious types o f  in format ion 
d isplays exp la in ing 208 requirements and the  methods through which they can 
be met. He a l so  helps develop and implement l ong  range programs f o r  
d i s t r i c t s  and coordinates a c t i v i t i e s  between the Sta te  Committee and other 
agencies. 

The Committee a l so  ass is ted the 40 s o i l  and water conservat ion d i s t r i c t s  
i n  developing 208 plans i n  ag r i cu l tu re .  The u l t i m a t e  goal o f  the  Committee 
i s  t h a t  a l l  t he  a g r i c u l t u r a l  land i n  Georgia i s  managed under a cu r ren t  
conservat ion plan. 

I n  1981, the  Committee entered i n t o  a con t rac t  w i t h  the  EPD t h a t  would 
provide funding f o r  c e r t a i n  a c t i v i t i e s .  The main t h r u s t  o f  t h i s  program was 
t o  fund informational and educational a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  nonpoint 
e f fo r t s .  

I would l i k e  t o  say t h a t  t h i s  money has been used widely and wisely.  We 
have now had leadership r o l e s  i n  planning, p u b l i c i z i n g  and conducting 50 
demonstrations o r  demonstration p ro jec ts  which have been v i s i t e d  by an 
est imated 15,000 youth, adul ts ,  landowners, nonlandowners, farmers, etc. 

Furthermore, we pledge t o  continue our e f f o r t s  i n  nonpoint p o l l u t i o n  
con t ro l  because, bas ica l l y ,  t he  p rac t i ces  which con t ro l  p o l l u t i o n  almost 
always con t ro l  erosion o r  sediment runof f .  And t h a t ' s  what t h i s  agency i s  
here fo r .  

Conservation t i l l a g e ,  f o r  instance, inc ludes a number o f  methods such as 
n o - t i l l ,  minimum t i l l a g e ,  c h i s e l  p l a n t i n g  and more. Aside from being great  
conservat ion pract ices,  they are doing a great  j o b  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  nonpoint 
source p o l l u t i o n .  

Today the requirements and goals o f  Sect ion 208 are n o t  g e t t i n g  t o o  much 
p u b l i c i t y .  We must not, however, assume t h a t  the  requirements o f  the law 
are  i n v a l i d  o r  forgot ten.  Accordingly, the  Committee w i l l  cont inue t o  
educate and in form a l l  who need t o  know the  b e n e f i t s  and needs i n  nonpoint 
source p o l l u t i o n  con t ro l .  I t  i s  very important  t o  keep demonstrating t h a t  
farmers and landowners i n  Georgia can con t ro l  nonpoint p o l l u t a n t s  through a 
voluntary program. The a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  a federally-mandated regu la tory  
program emphasizing cross-compl iance w i t h  o ther  programs o f  federal  
assistance t o  ag r i cu l tu re .  None o f  us wants more federal  regu la t ion  i n  
farmi ng. 

We applaud e f f o r t s  such as t h i s  which, though not  d i rec ted  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t o  Sect ion 208 goals, w i l l  con t r i bu te  g r e a t l y  t o  those goals through
increased understanding and apprec ia t ion  among the  pa r t i c ipan ts .  




