Huge changes are impacting agriculture and rural America.   These changes include the continuing trend in the decline in the number of farms and farmers, the consolidation of agribusiness that serve farmers, rapidly changing agricultural technology, and the population growth in many non-metropolitian counties.   All these changes have converged to have a significant impact on agriculture and rural America and on traditional farm magazines.

Farm magazines have seen their number of potential subscriber drop as farm numbers have declined.   They have seen the number of potential advertisers drop as consolidation has taken place among agribusinesses.   And, they have seen the number of products advertised drop, especially in the agricultural chemical category, as new technology has made entire classes of products unnecessary.

Another significant trend is the growth in population of people in non-metropolitian counties.  This growth is taking place primarily in rural areas around the edge of cities and towns.   Much of this growth is taking place in the south and up the eastern seaboard.   Some growth is in the southwest and eastern midwest and some in counties in western states.    Areas such as the Great Plains, the Mississippi Delta and other specific counties continue to loose population.

Much of this growth is fueled by people wanting their place in the country.   PROGRESSIVE FARMER has researched this trend extensively and has changed its magazine to serve not only commercial farmers, but anyone would lives on land in the country.   The magazine has used focus groups, quantitative surveys, issue reading surveys, and observations from its staff of regional editors to determine its editorial mix and approach.

