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Abstract:

Most, if not all, of the problems faced by Alabama farmers could be considered to be the result of past cultural practices.   Continuous cotton production in many areas, spectacularly excessive erosion in others, lack of proper fertilization and pest control, introduction of kudzu, and johnsongrass, and the invasion of the imported fire ant are all a part of our agricultural history. However, the science and art of farming is such that, as problems have emerged, they have been overcome or at least ameliorated.  There is no disputing the fact production of row crops in Alabama changed dramatically in the 20th century.  While everyone recognizes the changes caused by the collapse of the plantation system, the spread of the boll weevil and the adoption of mechanical pickers, recent changes that have occurred within the past decade or so have been just as significant.  Producers of agronomic crops commonly grown in Alabama can point to modern advances in the way they operate their farms.  These advances represent dramatic improvements in the sustainability and profitability of row crop agriculture in Alabama.  This presentation summarizes some of those developments.

