Appendix A:  Survey Protocol for the Alabama 2003 Survey of Rural Land Issues

         Hello, my name is ________, and I am calling from Auburn University's Survey Research Lab.  We are not selling anything!  However, we are conducting a survey on important agricultural issues facing Alabamians today.   Your opinion is very important to us.                                  

 May I have a few minutes of your time to answer some questions?        

      Thank you for agreeing to participate in our survey.  Today I'll be   asking you for your opinions about the use of rural land in Alabama.  For the purpose of our survey, we are defining rural land as areas that lie outside of incorporated villages, towns, or cities where the land is used for woods or forest, active or idle farmland, hunting concessions, or rural residences.                                         

1. Which of the following best describes the area in which your main residence is located?                                                     

· An unincorporated community                                    

· A town with less than 5,000 residents                         

· A town with 5,000 to 25,000 residents                         

· A city with 26,000 to 50,000 residents                         

· A city with more than 50,000 residents                         

· Don't know                                                     

2. Do you currently own any rural land in Alabama, and if so, how many acres?                                                        

         IF YES, ENTER NUMBER OF ACRES.  IF NO, ENTER "0"                       

         # OF ACRES:  ______________________                                                          

3. How many times, if any, have you PURCHASED any rural land acreage in Alabama during the last 10 years?                                   

· None                                                           

· 1                                                                

· 2                                                                

· 3                                                                

· 4                                                                

· 5                                                                

· 6 or more                                                        

4. And what would you estimate is the total acreage of rural Alabama land you have PURCHASED during the past 10 years?                      

         # OF ACRES: :  ______________________                                                           

5. In the PAST, which of the following reasons would describe why you decided to purchase rural land in Alabama?  You may select ALL of the reasons that apply.                                             

Did you purchase the rural land . . .                                  

· To live on immediately?                                                

· To use as a future retirement property?                                

· To actively farm or to raise livestock?                                

· To grow timber or other forest products?                               

· As an investment to be sold later?                                     

· To rent to others?                                                     

· Just to be a land owner?                                               

· For hunting or other recreational uses?                                

· None of the above. (DO NOT READ)                                       

6. How many times, if any, have you SOLD any rural land in Alabama during the last 10 years?                                      

· None                                                             

· 1                                                                

· 2                                                                

· 3                                                                

· 4                                                                

· 5                                                                

· 6 or more                                                        

7. And what would you estimate is the total acreage of rural Alabama land you have SOLD during the past 10 years?                   

         # OF ACRES:  ______________________                                                           

8. How likely is it that you will purchase rural acreage in Alabama at some point in the future?  Are you very likely, somewhat likely, not very likely, or not at all likely to make such a purchase?         

· Very Likely                                                 

· Somewhat Likely                                             

· Not Very Likely                                            

· Not At All Likely                                           

· Don't know 

9. In the FUTURE, which of the following reasons would describe why you might decide to purchase rural land?  You may select all of the reasons that would apply.                                   

Would you purchase rural land in the future . . .                      

· To live on immediately?                                                

· To use as a future retirement property?                                

· To actively farm or to raise livestock?                                

· To grow timber or other forest products?                               

· As an investment to be sold later?                                     

· To rent to others?                                                     

· Just to be a land owner?                                               

· For hunting or other recreational uses?                                

· None of the above.  

10. Should rural land in Alabama be taxed based on its current value as it is being used now, or upon its potential future value?                                           

· Current use                                                 

· Potential value                                             

· Don't know/No Opinion                                      

11. Do you think that property taxes on rural land in Alabama should be lower than, equal to, or higher than the taxes on equivalent rural land in other southeastern states?                    

· Higher                                                           

· Equal                                                            

· Lower                                                            

· Don't know/No opinion                                            

12. What do you believe is the current average yearly property tax on rural land in Alabama?                    

· $0 to $2 per acre                                           

· $2 to $4 per acre                                           

· $5 to $10 per acre                                          

· $10 to $20 per acre                                         

· More than $20 per acre                                      

· Don't Know 

13. On average, how much would be the fair annual property tax for rural land in Alabama . . .                                        

· $0 to $2 per acre                                           

· $2 to $4 per acre                                           

· $5 to $10 per acre                                          

· $10 to $20 per acre                                         

· More than $20 per acre                                      

· Don't Know 

14. What percentage of the land area of Alabama do you believe is covered by woodland or forest ?                                    

· Less than 10%                                                    

· 11 to 25%                                                        

· 26 to 50%                                                        

· 51% to 75%                                                       

· More than 75%                                                   

· Don't Know 

15. Should active farmland be taxed at a rate that is higher than, equal to, or lower than taxes on forestland?                          

· Higher                                                           

· Equal                                                            

· Lower                                                            

· Don't know/No Opinion                                            

16. Do you think landowners should be given government subsidies to maintain land in its natural state?                                    

· Yes                                                              

· No                                                               

· Don't know/No Opinion                                          

17. Do you believe that more rural land should be put into protected State or National Forests?                                             

· Yes                                                              

· No                                                               

· Don't know                                                       

18. I'm going to read you a list of ways in which rural land could be used.  As I read each type of land use, please tell me whether or not you would find that kind of land usage personally acceptable in your county.        

· For non-farm rural residences?                                            

· For livestock farms?                                                      

· For crop farms?                                                           

· For fruit and vegetable farms?                                            

· For orchards?                                                             

· For hunting concessions or other recreational uses?                       

· For timber production?                                                    

· As rural land designated for wilderness areas?                            

· For housing developments in rural areas?                                  

· For mines, quarries, or other mineral extraction?                         

· For industrial factories?                                                 

· None of the above                                                   

19. Which of the following statements best conveys your opinion about rural land use . . .                                                      

· We should attempt to use it for its maximum economic benefit

· We should discourage development and convert as  much rural land to natural areas as possible         

· We should attempt to balance the use of rural land for both economic benefit and preservation of natural areas

· No Opinion/None of the above    

20. The Alabama Cooperative Extension System and the Alabama Agricultural Experiment Stations are involved in a variety of activities.  I'm going to mention several of their activities and would like for you to tell me whether you believe they should be doing more, less, or the same amount of work in each of these areas.                                           

                   MORE = 3, SAME = 2, LESS = 1, DON'T KNOW = 0                 

· Improving coventional row-crop agriculture?        

· Improving animal production?        

· Assisting with rural planning projects?        

· Developing alternative uses for rural land?     

· Assistance with the problems of non-farm, rural residents?       

· Promoting the conservation of rural land?       

· Rural economic development?       

Please tell me to what extent you agree or disagree with each of the following statements.  After I read each statement, please tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, neither agree nor disagree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree.                                   

21. Landowners should have complete control of their rural land holdings.     

· Strongly Agree                                                           

· Somewhat Agree                                                           

· Neither Agree nor Disagree                                               

· Somewhat Disagree                                                       

· Strongly Disagree                                                        

· Don't Know/No Answer                                                     

22. A rural landowner should be able to continue a particular activity, even though the activity offends a neighbor.  For example, a nearby hog farm might have bad odors, or farm machinery might make noise early in the morning.       

· Strongly Agree                                                           

· Somewhat Agree                                                           

· Neither Agree nor Disagree                                               

· Somewhat Disagree                                                       

· Strongly Disagree                                                        

· Don't Know/No Answer                                                     

23. Rural property owners should not be required to improve or maintain the value of their property as long as there are no negative impacts that extend to neighboring property.                                                                 

· Strongly Agree                                                           

· Somewhat Agree                                                           

· Neither Agree nor Disagree                                               

· Somewhat Disagree                                                       

· Strongly Disagree                                                        

· Don't Know/No Answer                                                     

24. Alabama counties should maintain a relatively low property tax rate on rural land, even if it means having to raise sales taxes or other taxes.    

· Strongly Agree                                                           

· Somewhat Agree                                                           

· Neither Agree nor Disagree                                               

· Somewhat Disagree                                                       

· Strongly Disagree                                                        

· Don't Know/No Answer                                                     

25. Rural landowners have a civic and moral responsibility to respect the environment of their property to prevent nuisances and to conserve their land for future generations.              

· Strongly Agree                                                           

· Somewhat Agree                                                           

· Neither Agree nor Disagree                                               

· Somewhat Disagree                                                       

· Strongly Disagree                                                        

· Don't Know/No Answer                                                     

26. Zoning on rural land infringes on the basic rights of property owners and should not be considered in rural areas of Alabama.                                                         

· Strongly Agree                                                           

· Somewhat Agree                                                           

· Neither Agree nor Disagree                                               

· Somewhat Disagree                                                       

· Strongly Disagree                                                        

· Don't Know/No Answer                                                     

27. Government assistance should be provided to preserve farmland and maintain farms that have become unprofitable.       

· Strongly Agree                                                           

· Somewhat Agree                                                           

· Neither Agree nor Disagree                                               

· Somewhat Disagree                                                       

· Strongly Disagree                                                        

· Don't Know/No Answer                                                     

28. Unregulated housing in rural areas can seriously degrade the landscape and cause environmental damage.                

· Strongly Agree                                                           

· Somewhat Agree                                                           

· Neither Agree nor Disagree                                               

· Somewhat Disagree                                                       

· Strongly Disagree                                                        

· Don't Know/No Answer                                                     

29. In what county do you live?                                               

· County list should follow.                                                                           

30. Are you currently employed...?                                         

· Full-time                                                        

· Part-time                                                        

· Homemaker                                                        

· Retired                                                          

· Unemployed                                                      

· Other (e.g. student, disabled, etc)                              

· No answer                                                        

31.  Would you describe your current or pre-retirement occupation as . . . ?                  

· Laborer                                                         

· Clerical                                                         

· Technical                                                        

· Professional                                                     

· Sales                                                            

· Service                                                          

· Homemaker                                                        

· Other                                                            

· No answer                                                        

32. Do you make your living or supplement your income by farming or another agricultural related activity?                   

· Yes                                                         

· No                                                          

· No answer                                                   

33. Including yourself and children, how many people live in your household?                                                

34. How many children under 18 years of age currently live in your household?                                                

35. In which age group would you include yourself?                         

· 71 +                                                        

· 61 - 70                                                     

· 51 - 60                                                    

· 41 - 50                                                     

· 31 - 40                                                     

· 18 - 30                                                     

· No answer                                                   

36. What is your highest level of education completed?                        

· Graduate\Professional Degree                                     

· Bachelor's Degree                                                

· Associates\Technical School Degree or Certification              

· Some college                                                     

· High school diploma/GED                                          

· Less than high school                                            

· No answer                                                        

37. Which category best describes your annual household income?            

· $100,000 and over                                                

· $75 - 99,000                                                     

· $40 - 74,000                                                     

· $20 - 39,000                                                     

· Less than $20,000                                                

· No answer                                                        

38. What race do you identify with?                                        

· African-American                                                 

· Asian-American                                                   

· Hispanic                                                         

· Native-American                                                  

· White                                                           

· Other                                                            

· No answer                                                        

39. Gender:                                                                                

· Male                                                             

· Female                                                           

         Thank you for your time, your answers have been most helpful.          
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