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Greenprint  for Growth

 in Huntsville and Madison County, Alabama

A Plan for Land Preservation

While Madison County’s population has grown by almost fifty percent over the past two decades, the area of developed land swelled by more than 100 percent.  Undeveloped land is being transformed at a rate of one percent per year into subdivisions, shopping centers and other urban infrastructure.  Agricultural lands are at greatest risk because they tend to be flat and well drained; within twenty years, most of Madison County’s farms may no longer exist.  The Land Trust has developed a Greenprint for Growth that identifies valuable undeveloped land it will work to acquire and preserve in perpetuity.  Long-range benefits of preservation include increased recreational activities, wildlife habitat, beautiful views, clean air and water, flood control, and groundwater recharge. 

Madison County is no exception to the urbanization trend occurring throughout the country.  This county has experienced tremendous growth in the past 50 years and has changed from a largely agricultural base to one of defense/military and high technology companies.  This growth has had a marked effect on the remaining green space within the County.

Madison County’s population growth rate significantly exceeded the growth rates for all other major Alabama cities—21 percent from 1980 to 1990, and another sixteen percent from 1990 to 2000.  With Madison County experiencing significant growth, it has become apparent an overall plan is needed to guide land preservation efforts

To determine development growth patterns in Madison County, and to identify the types of land uses that are increasing or decreasing, The Land Trust solicited a research project from Dr. Charles Laymon at Universities Space Research Association with the National Space Science and Technology Center.  This research project analyzed data from satellite remote sensing images, quantified the information, and created a set of georeferenced maps

Using this data, The Land Trust developed this Greenprint For Growth as a means to provide balance to the urbanization of Madison County by identifying, acquiring and preserving valuable open space.  The Land Preservation Plan identifies areas of the county, including the Cities of Huntsville and Madison that are significant natural areas.

These undeveloped areas represent the following categories: 

· agricultural

· forest/woodlands

· geological

· wetlands/water.  

General areas of the county have been identified as targets for preservation; individual parcels have not.  Prioritization of areas is flexible and will change over time.  Current targets have been established to include existing Land Trust holdings, City of Huntsville Greenway and Open Space Plans, and The City of Madison’s Greenway & Trails Master Program.

The Greenprint For Growth represents a major step in recognizing the rapid loss of open space in Madison County, identifying at-risk areas for preservation, and continuing the acquisition process.  It is the very mission of The Land Trust of Huntsville and Madison County to make sure we are successful.

