By Mike Polioudakis.

This paper summarizes Dr. Boyd’s opening remarks.  Please refer to the two summaries of the condition of Alabama agriculture and rural land.  They can be found on the home page for the 2002 conference, the home page for this 2003 conference, and the page for Land Value Issues page for this conference.

Alabama land use has changed considerably over the last 50 years.  Some of the changes include:

-A decline in the number of farms.

-A decline in the acreage devoted to farming.

-Especially a decline in the acreage devoted to row crop farming.  This decline is less than some people might think because the extent of acreage devoted to row crop farming in Alabama was never a majority of the acreage devoted to farming.

-Much of the acreage that was “lost” to farming originally was devoted to a mixture of pasture, animal rearing, and tree cover.

-The old pastureland was largely converted to intensive forestry, but was also converted to other uses.

-If we include the old mixed pasture forestland in the total of forestland, then the total of forestland has not increased much.   Alabama is about 71% forested.

-However, the amount of forestland under intensive cultivation (which is figured as a part of the total forestland) has increased considerably as the mix pasture land was converted to intensive forest use.

-Some of the other uses include:

>Rural residences of various sorts, for people of various incomes and income sources.

>Housing developments from urban areas.

>Organized hunting, lease hunting, and short-term contractual hunting.

>Aquaculture.

>Cattle rearing.

>Market speculation.

All of these uses, including farming, influence the value of Alabama rural land.  The conference will examine the uses of land and the value of land.

While it might be accurate to say that Alabama is still largely rural, it might not be so accurate to say that it is still largely agriculture.  Even so, rural users, and organizations that represent them (such as ALFA) still will have a large voice in the fate of Alabama land and agriculture.

