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ABSTRACT

A survey was conducted among Alabama citizens to determine their preferences for agriculture and forestry land use by the Alabama Agricultural Experiment Station.  Two-thirds of the responses indicated that AAES should be promoting conservation of rural land.  The highest number of responses indicated that land purchases were motivated by an immediate place to live; whereas, the lowest number of responses indicated that land purchases were motivated by farming and timber production and hunting.  Sixty-three percent of the responses indicated that AAES should be doing more to improve conventional row crop agriculture.

Statistics show that cotton, corn, peanut and soybean acreages in Alabama have declined significantly since 1950, although cotton and peanut acreages have declined less than corn and soybeans.  Significant growth in animal agriculture has occurred only in the poultry industry.  National rankings of Alabama commodities were noted with catfish, broilers and peanuts ranked 2, 3 and 4, respectively.
From a research perspective AAES projects focused on the environment or value-added products have doubled from levels observed ten years ago.  A campus wide sustainability initiative has begun.  USDA/NRCS efforts in soil quality and conservation tillage are noted.   Efforts to refocus AAES research have begun with a strategic planning process that will include efforts on campus as well as outlying units.  Alternative land uses may include but not be limited to recreation, eco-tourism, value added enterprises, energy crops, etc. and will be affected by external factors including water resources, dollar strength, consumer habits, etc.  
