Tim Wood replaced Cecil Medders of Alabama.  Mr. Wood is President of the Alabama Agribusiness Council and General Manager of the Central Alabama Farmers Co-Op.  He talked on the status of agribusiness in Alabama.  The following points were taken from his slides; the numbers refer to the slides; by Mike Polioudakis.

3.  In 1987, total farm receipts were $1.9 billion, of which the largest component, poultry, was $950 million.

4.  In 2001, total farm receipts had grown to $3.27 billion, of which poultry was $2 billion.  A new industry, catfish farming, was fifth, with $82 million.  This growth can largely be attributed to agribusiness and the shaping of agriculture by agribusiness.

5.  Agribusiness accounted for 476,000 jobs, 21% of the Alabama workforce, yielding total earnings of $9 billion.

6.  85% of the jobs resulting from agribusiness are off the farm.

7.  In all, agribusiness adds $43 billion annually to the Alabama economy, or 22% of the total economy of the state.

14.  One of the newly developing aspects of agribusiness in Alabama is outdoor recreation, primarily hunting and fishing but including a variety of other activities.  In all, hunting and fishing had 1.3 million participants in 2001.

15.  The economic contribution of hunting and fishing to Alabama was $2.8 billion, which included 30,661 jobs.

