Herb Vanderberry is an expert on Alabama agricultural statistics with the USDA.  The full text of his paper is available through the button.  His major points are as follows:

-Traditional row crop farming in Alabama has declined substantially in the last 30 years.

-Profit levels on the remaining agriculture are neither high nor reliable.

-Alternatives to traditional row crop agriculture include the following:

=Livestock

=Poultry

=Catfish and other aquaculture

=Hogs

=Gardening and nursery

=Forestry

-Alabama depends quite a bit on foreign markets, even though the above commodities have substantial domestic markets.

-Even among farms that survive, many do not make consistent profits.  Small farms make losses more often than profits.

-Alabama farmers have grown increasingly dependent on government support payments.

-Alabama farmers have to mix other ways of making a living with farming.  A minority of farmers now consider farming to be their principal occupation.

