Fred Patterson of ALFA describe some of the many ways in which the Alabama Farmers Federation has worked to help farmers in the state.  He spoke from outline notes, which are reproduced below.

ALABAMA FARMERS FEDERATION – WORKING FOR ALABAMA FARMERS

STATE LEGISLATION

Alabama Farmers Federation over the years has sponsored legislation on various issues affecting agriculture, and resulting in substantial savings for Alabama’s farmers.

Sales and Use Tax Exemptions on the purchase price of input items used in production agriculture (seed, feed, fertilizer, agricultural chemicals). 

Fuel Tax, refunding the farmer 10c per gallon on “off-the-road” fuel used in the production of agricultural commodities.

Farm Machinery Equipment -- Reduced taxes on farm machinery, equipment and parts thereof from 4% to 1½ %.

Utility Exemptions – L..P. Gas & Electricity used in agricultural production.

Property Classification – The Alabama Farmers Federation sponsored the property tax classification constitutional amendment which was approved by the people in 1972.  This amendment reduced the ratio of assessments on residential, farmland, and timberland from 60% to 10%.

Current Use Law requiring agricultural property to be assessed at its current use value rather than some speculative value.  

Property Tax “Lid Bill” limits the amount property taxes can be increased in any tax year, how property taxes can be increased, and classes all property according to its use.  Household goods, farm machinery and equipment, and stocks of goods and wares in inventory will be totally exempt from property taxes.

Commodity Promotion Programs for soybeans, pork, peanuts, wheat and feed grains, catfish, cotton, dairy, and sheep and goats.  These programs allow the producers to assess themselves a given amount on the sale of a specific commodity and use these funds for the research and promotion of said commodity.

Alabama Agricultural Development Authority was set up to aid farmers in securing loans for capital improvements.

Grain Bonding Law giving farmers financial protection by required grain dealers to be bonded.

Cost-Share – Assisted the Alabama Agriculture and Conservation Development Commission in securing funding for cost-share programs in agriculture.

Farm Crisis Commission – Established the Farm Crisis Commission to assist farmers facing difficult financial times.

State Farmers Market  -- Worked for the funding to establish the State Farmers Market in Montgomery.  

Boll Weevil Eradication Program – Secured funding that provided farmers the needed assistance in the elimination of the boll weevil.  This has been an ongoing requested appropriation since the inception of the program.

Truck Tags – Passed legislation allowing pickup trucks to be licensed the same as passenger cars.

Seasonal Hauling – Reduced the cost of license plates for seasonal hauling vehicles between 42,000 and 80,000 lbs.

Agriculture Bond Issue -- $52 million bond issue for agriculture economic development. 

Dairy Compact Bill – Provided dairy farmers the opportunity to form a coalition to stabilize milk prices in the South.

Water Resources Act – Set up a commission to ensure that Alabama has an adequate water supply and to give Alabama some leverage in disputes with other states.

Pre-emptive Rights Bill – Puts pesticide rules and regulations solely in the hands of state government rather than the cities and counties.

Right to Farm – Working on legislation that prevents farmers from being harassed as a result of urban sprawl.

Agricultural Appropriations – Have secured appropriations throughout the years for programs such as boll weevil eradication; fire ant control; hog cholera elimination; CAFO cost-share; satsuma research; and several other programs aimed at assisting the land grant colleges.

