Ronnie D. Murphy is a Deputy Commissioner of the Alabama Dept. of Agriculture and Industries.  He spoke from out line notes, which are reproduced here.

OBSERVATIONS ABOUT AMERICAN AGRICULTURE & THE COST OF FOOD

(1)
Do Americans get a good deal for food?


COUNTRY


Percent of Disposable Income







Spent on Food


United States



8.4


England



11.2


Germany



17.3


Japan




17.6


Mexico



24.5


Philippines



55.6

(2)
Does the United States have a cheap food policy?

· Farm Program payments

· Environmental payments

· Tax Policy

· International trade

(3)
Does the American farm operate on a level playing field in International Trade?

· Agriculture chemicals

· Labor

· Environmental restrictions

(4)
Does the American farmer get a “Fair Share” of the consumer dollar?

· Chicken Farm
 
29 cents/lb.

Whole fryer

99 cents/lb.

Tenderloins

$3.52/lb.

Fajita kit

$4.00/lb.

· Loaf of bread
Farmers get 2 slices per loaf

(5)
Does the consumer recognize the full cost of food production?

· Environment costs

· Farm Program costs

· Tax Policy

(6)
What is the proper role of bio-technology in Food Production?

· Next major scientific frontier facing agriculture

· First major scientific frontier where the private sector has primary leadership

· Major trade issue

· Nutritional/medical benefits

· Increased yields

· Reduced use of pesticides

(7)
How vulnerable is the U. S. food supply to terrorism?

· Less than 1% of food imports are inspected

· Foreign travelers

· International trade

