Robert Jones is a State Conservationist for the NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Service of the USDA).  He gave an overview of the natural environment in Alabama, how it is used, and the role of the NRCS.  The following comments are taken from his slides; numbers refer to the slides; prepared by Mike Polioudakis.

3.  The NRCS works largely with local soil and water conservation districts.

4-6.  The NRCS began after the widespread soil erosion problems of the 1920s.

The NRCS maintains

-Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

-Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)

-Resource Conservation and Development Areas (RCDA)

The CRP maintains about 480,000 acres.

The WRP maintains about 1500 acres.

Alabama is divided into 9 RCDA areas.

RCDA operates through local councils and other organizations.  In 2002, it had about $7,440,000 in funds for Alabama.

The NRCS talked to 229,000 landowners.  Conservation systems applied to 296,000 acres.

15.  Alabama annually converts about 63,000 acres of rural land to urban land, ranking it 13th in the nation in such conversions.  The NRCS is active in monitoring this trend.

· 9,845 active CRP contracts

· 39.2 million acres through 2007 cap on CRP
