Linda Hutton works for the Environmental, Economics and Demographics Branch of NASS (National Agricultural Statistics Service) of the USDA.  The following notes were prepared from her slides; the numbers refer to the slides; prepared by Mike Polioudakis.

2-6.  She compared basic parameters of agriculture (such as farm size and land value) in Alabama to other states in the US.  Alabama is on the small side of average for most parameters.

7.  The biggest change in Alabama agriculture is the preponderance of animal growing.  In most of the US, animal husbandry and plant agriculture are carried on in a ratio of about 50:50 while in Alabama animal husbandry dominates in a ratio of 80:20.  Chickens account for 66% of the animal industry in Alabama.

8-14. Shows the distribution of growing activity for all the major plant crops and animals.

15-17.  Illustrate that (1) many farmers need to seek income off the farm, especially small farmers, and (2) corporations are taking a larger role in the core areas of farming in the US (but not so much in Alabama except in the meat industry).

19-20.  Small farmers must get most of their income off-farm.

21.  Although corporations might not own land directly, they can indirectly influence farming through contracts and other "downward" links to farmers.  One farmer can have contracts with more than one corporation or for more than one commodity.

21ff.  She encourages farmers to participate in the farm census program.  She points out the need to understand some trends in farming, and that this can only happen if farmers participate in the survey.

27.  For example:  the market value of farm product increased in the 90s.  In the US, in contrast to Alabama, plant crops gained relative to animal growing.  Will these trends continue in the 21st century?

30.  New information being collected includes questions on:

-multiple operators

-organic agriculture

-aquaculture

-use of animal manure

-grain storage capacity

-bison, deer, elk, llamas, emus and ostriches

-more details of farm income

-internet use

