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NEARLY 120 BEDDING PLANT CULTIVARS were observed from

fall 1993 through spring 1994 in an All America Selections (AAS) Display
Garden at the E.V. Smith Research Center in Shorter, Ala. (latitude 32° 30'N,
longitude 85° 40'W). This was the third year that trials have been conducted at
the center, a unit of the Alabama Agricultural Experiment Station. The
objective of this study was to determine the cold tolerance of winter-flowering
annual plant cultivars to assist Alabama horticultural professionals in plant
selection. Results may vary from year to year as climactic conditions affect
cultivar performance.

AAS is a non-profit organization founded in 1932 to encourage the
development of superior flower and vegetable cultivars trials. AAS "winners"
are selected based on the nationwide trials and communicated through a
network of display gardens and printed media. The Auburn University Trial
Garden was established at E.V. Smith in 1993, becoming one of 200 such
gardens in the U.S. Other Alabama display gardens are at Bellingrath Gardens
in Theodore and the Birmingham Botanical Garden. Display gardens offer a
convenient means for assessing the general performance of new bedding plant
cultivars under Alabama environmental conditions. However, environmental
variables such as weather, soil, exposure, and cultural practices can greatly
affect plant performance. Comparison of results from several display sites will
increase the reliability of the recommendations.First Printing 3M, December 1994

Information contained herein is available to all persons without regard
to race, color, sex, or national origin.
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