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INTRODUCTION

Horses are an integral part of Alabama life. Horse production, training, and
events create major contributions to the Alabama economy. Every county has
horse farms and organizations, and some have a regular schedule of equine
activities. Breeding and sales, racing, recreation, showing, and other endeavors
are significant sources of income, employment, and leisure in the state. Various
segments of the horse industry are associated with diverse clusters of institutions,
professions, and activities. Each horse breed and activity has unique organiza-
tional arrangements for registration, competition, and recognition.

Little is known, however, about the importance of the horse industry in
Alabama and the nature of the barriers and constraints that presently inhibit its
growth and expansion. Statistical information is not generally available because
horses are not considered a food or fiber commodity. The data available are
irregularly updated, fragmented, and from disparate sources.

Following the decline in numbers of horses on farms in the 1950s, detailed
enumeration of this class of livestock by the Agricultural Statistics Service was
discontinued. The Census of Agriculture does continue to report the number of
horses on farms every five years. Horses in locations other than commercial farms
are not enumerated by any agency. Some of the national breed associations
maintain accurate records and facilitate the registration of young horses. How-
ever, other records are rendered less useful by registration of horses in several
related breed associations and fee structures that discourage registration of every
foal. Some equine census information is occasionally collected by animal health
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